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THE LA  SALLE EXPLORER
V olum e I N u m b er  1 S e p te m b e r  1 9 8 7
SOCCER TEAMS OPEN 1987-88 VARSITY SEASONS
The men’s and women’s soccer teams 
kicked off the first two of 115 fall sports 
events with a doubleheader at McCarthy 
Stadium on Sept. 5.
The seven fall varsities will take the first 
steps in defense of the Explorers’ four 
consecutive Metro Atlantic Athletic 
Conference Commissioner’s Cups, with 
conference titles to be decided in men’s 
soccer, men’s and women’s cross country, 
and men’s and women’s tennis (although 
men’s tennis remains a spring sport).
“I was very impressed with the efforts of 
all of our varsities last year,” said Director 
of Athletics Bob Mullen, who begins his 
second year in the position. “Our 
student-athletes were outstanding 
representatives of the university, and I 
know they’ll continue to be so this year.”
Three new head coaches are on hand in 
the fall. Pat Farrell, after 11 seasons as 
Bill Wilkinson’s top assistant, has his first 
Explorer varsity. Teresa DeVincent has 
replaced Donna Partin with the field 
hockey squad. And Diane Burch is in 
charge of volleyball, in place of Geri 
Weiner. (See story on page 2.)
FALL SPORTS PREVIEW
MEN’S SOCCER
Head Coach: Pat Farrell (1st year)
1986: 10-7-2; MAAC, 5-2, 2nd 
(Champion: Fordham)
Last season’s two top scorers return, Mike 
Bradby (so., Archbishop Ryan, Phila.) 
and Mike Connors (sr., Father Judge, 
Phila.), along with first-team all-MAAC 
defender Steve Friend (sr., Cardinal 
Dougherty, Phila.). The big change is in 
goal where sophomore Paul Centofanti 
(Council Rock, Churchville, PA) has 
replaced graduated Mark Melvin and Bob 
Wagner. The team dropped its home 
opener, 1-0, to powerful Fairleigh 
Dickinson, then rebounded for a 2-1 
Philadelphia Soccer Seven victory over 
Villanova. Home schedule: Sept. 23, 
Lehigh, 3:30; Oct. 7, Temple, 3:30; Oct. 
17, Delaware, 1:00; Oct. 22, Iona, 3:30; 
Oct. 24, St. Peter’s, 1:00; Oct. 28,
Steve Friend
Monmouth, 2:00; Oct. 31, Fairfield, 1:00; 
Nov. 4, Textile, 2:00.
FIELD HOCKEY
Head Coach: Teresa DeVincent (1st year) 
1986: 8-12
Terri Tipton (jr., Sussex Central, Seaford, 
DE) has been the team’s leading scorer 
each of the past two seasons, and is an 
invitee for the U.S. Natioanl Under-21 
team (see La Salle Notes). With the 
graduation of All-American goalie Donna 
Vittorelli, the starting spot is between 
Felice Fleisher (sr., Northeast, Phila.), a 
starter as a sophomore, and Cindi Alex 
(jr., Boyertown, Gilbertville, PA). A trio of 
senior captains lend three years’ worth of 
starting experience, Lisa Iapalucci 
(see Fall Sports inside)
Barb Teoli
A BASKETBALL SUMMER TOUR OF EUROPE
So Lionel, what did you do last summer? 
Got to Germany Italy and Switzerland, 
huh.
How about you Craig? So you and Tim 
were part of a group that toured Austria 
and Hungary.
Not bad vacations. And you say you 
played basketball the whole time?
That was summertime for Lionel 
Simmons, Craig Conlin and Tim Legler, 
playing on collegiate all-star teams 
representing the United States in Europe. 
And it was a productive summer for those 
three of the four returning starters whom 
Speedy Morris will welcome back for the 
1987-88 basketball season.
Lionel, the leading scoring freshman 
among all NCAA Division I players last 
season, was chosen for the U.S. Junior 
National team which played in the World 
Junior Tournament in Bormio, Italy in
July. He returned with a silver medal 
(Yugoslavia won the championship game, 
86-76), and the respect that he is about to 
become one of the leading collegiate 
players in the nation.
In seven tournament games, he led the 
American team in scoring (105 pts., 15.0), 
rebounding (49, 7.0) and assists (11), and 
shot 60.9% from the field (42-69). And 
Larry Brown, Head Coach at the 
University of Kansas who coached the U.S. 
team, appointed Lionel team captain 
before the start of the tourney.
“Every game was competitive over 
there,” said Lionel. “Yugoslavia outplayed 
us in both games (including a 110-95 loss 
in an earlier round). Their outside game 
really hurt us.”
He was back in time to watch another 
U.S. team be upset by Brazil in the 
Pan-American Games.
“I think our team took them too lightly 
in the second half. We let up,” he said.
Lionel’s trip to Europe proved to be an 
extended vacation, when floods in 
northern Italy forced the World Junior 
Tournament to be pushed back one week.
“We heard about the disaster while we 
were in Germany,” he said, “so we got a 
lot of touring in. I liked Milan, and Bormio 
was all mountains.”
Conlin and Legler were members of an 
all-star team organized by former 
University of Delaware Head Coach Irv 
Wisnewski, and coached by University of 
Pennsylvania Head Coach Tom Schneider. 
The team played games in Hungary, 
including winning the gold medal in the 
Konsum Cup Tournament, defeating the 
Hungarian National Team, 90-85 in the
(see Basketball inside)
FOUR NEW HEAT) COACHES JOIN LA SALLE STAFF
Two familiar names head the list of new 
head coaches for 1987-88.
Pat Farrell, a 1976 La Salle gradaute, 
has taken over the leadership of the men’s 
soccer team after 11 years as Bill 
Wilkinson’s top assistant. Wilkinson 
resigned after last season, his 17th as 
Explorer head coach.
Farrell’s presence ensures continuity for 
the program, which won three consecutive 
Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference 
championships, and one East Coast 
Conference title, in succession before last 
season’s 3rd-place MAAC finish.
Teresa DeVincent is the other familiar 
name, as she takes over the field hockey 
charge.
A graduate of Ursinus College, Teresa is 
the daughter of Dr. Hank DeVincent, a 
member of La Salle’s Hall of Athletes as 
both a baseball player and member of the 
track team.
A lacrosse All-American and four-year 
field hockey letterwinner at Ursinus, 
Teresa’s first varsity has a 21-game 
schedule against some of the best teams in 
the East, but has 13 letterwinners 
returning, including 9 starters.
The third new fall coach is Diane Burch 
with the volleyball team. Diane, a 
graduate of Beaver College, was named to 
the position just before the start of 
pre-season practice, and faces a rough 
schedule for a first-year coach.
Pat Farrell
Fall Sports (co n t’d)
(Moorestown H.S., NJ), Barb Teoli (St. 
Mark’s, Wilmington, DE) and Audrey 
Waldron (Mt. St. Mary Acad., Plainfield, 
NJ). Home Schedule: Sept. 12, Lafayette, 
1:00; Sept. 20, American, 12:00; Sept.
22, Textile, 4:00; Sept. 24, Ursinus, 3:30; 
Sept. 27, Toledo, 12:30; Oct. 8, Loyola, 
3:30; Oct. 13, St. Joseph’s, 4:00; Oct. 20, 
Longwood, 2:30; Oct. 31, Bucknell, 3:30; 
Nov. 2, Rider, 3:30.
MEN’S CROSS COUNTRY
Head Coach: Jim Gavaghan (9th year) 
1986: 4-9; MAAC: 4th (Champion: Army)
John Schwab (jr., Lansdale Catholic, PA, 
Medford, NJ) and Matt Costello (sr., 
Monsignor Bonner, Yeadon, PA), a pair of 
Academic All-Americans, ran two of the 
10 fastest times in La Salle cross country 
history at New York’s championship Van 
Cortlandt Park course last season, and will 
be among the best in the MAAC this 
season. Home meets: Sept. 26, Delaware, 
Lehigh, Princeton, Rider; Oct. 17, Big 5. 
MAAC CHAMPIONSHIP: Fri., Oct. 2, Van 
Cortlandt Park, New York, NY.
WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY
Head Coach: Jim Gavaghan (9th year) 
1986: 2-4; MAAC, 4th 
(Champion: Manhattan)
Andrea Schwind (jr., Lansdale Catholic, 
New Britain, PA), another Academic 
All-American candidate, set school records 
for both the Belmont Plateau and Lehigh 
championship courses, and again leads the 
women harriers. Home meets: Oct. 17, Big 
5; Nov. 7, La Salle Invitational. MAAC 
CHAMPIONSHIP: Fri., Oct. 2, Van 
Cortlandt Park, New York, NY.
VOLLEYBALL
Head Coach: Diane Burch (1st year)
1986: 22-20; MAAC: 3rd 
(Champion: Army)
Last year’s team set a school record for 
wins in a season, but four starters 
graduated from that team. Heading the 
returnees are Aileen O’Brien (sr., Holy 
Name, Reading, PA) and Gayle 
Gumkowski (jr., Platt, Meriden, CT). 
Home matches: Sept. 24, Lafayette, 7:00; 
Oct. 11, St. Bonaventure, 1:00. MAAC 
CHAMPIONSHIP: Sat.-Sun., Nov. 7-8,
Holy Cross College, Worcester, MA.
WOMEN’S SOCCER
Head Coach: Betty Ann Kempf (2nd year) 
1986: 0-8
After a debut 8-game schedule last season, 
the women hooters have a 20-fixture 
schedule this year. High School 
All-American Meg Cardie (fr.,
Technically not a fall coach, Mark 
Valenti takes over both the men’s and 
women’s crew programs. A familiar face 
along Philadelphia’s Boat House Row,
Mark should add stability to programs 
which have had three head coaches in the 
last three years. The crews have several 
regattas during October and November, but 
the bulk of the schedule is in April and 
May.
Teresa DeVincent
Archbishop Wood, Warminster, PA) is the 
top recruit. Home matches: Sept. 22, 
Swarthmore, 4:00; Sept. 24, Villanova, 
4:00; Sept. 30, St. Joseph’s, 4:00; Oct. 3, 
Iona, 1:00; Oct. 6, Rutgers, 4:00; Oct. 26, 
Pennsylvania, 4:00; Oct. 28, West Chester, 
4:00.
WOMEN’S TENNIS
Head Coach: Jeff Marmon (6th year)
1986: 4-5; MAAC: 6th 
(Champion: Fordham)
Kim Saab (so., Salisbury, Allentown, PA) 
heads the returnees. Home matches: Sept. 
17, West Chester, 3:30; Oct. 6, St. 
Joseph’s, 4:00; Oct. 7, Drexel, 4:00; Oct. 
20, Kutztown, 3:00. MAAC 
CHAMPIONSHIP: Thu.-Fri., Oct. 1-2,
West Side Tennis Club, Forest Hills, NY.
The La Salle Explorer is a publication of 
the Sports Information Office of La Salle 
University. It is published eight times 
during the school year.
Sports Information Director . .  .Frank Bertiucci 
Assistant Director........................... Beth Onufrak
LA SALLE NOTES LA SALLE NOTES LA SALLE NOTES
Barry Petrachenko and Steve 
O’Donnell spent part of their summer at 
The Cape..sand dunes..clam bakes..the 
Kennedys..baseball!
Petrachenko, the Explorers’ second 
baseman for the last three seasons, and 
O’Donnell, starting third baseman for two 
years, were both voted to the Cape Cod 
League All-Star team at the end of the 
summer season, the first La Salle players 
ever chosen all-stars in the top summer 
college baseball league in the nation.
Petrachenko (sr., Eastdale H.S.,
Welland, Ont.) hit .287 in 42 games for 
Yarmouth-Dennis, with 25 runs scored 
and 15 stolen bases, and led all second 
basemen in total chances (212) and assists 
(127).
O’Donnell (jr., J.R. Tucker H.S., 
Richmond, VA) played in 31 games for 
Yarmouth-Dennis after starting the 
summer in the Northeastern Collegiate 
Baseball League in upstate New York. He 
finished fourth in the final batting stats, at 
.350, with 2 home runs, 28 runs batted in, 
and 12 doubles (2nd in the league). He 
joined Petrachenko in the 
Yarmouth-Dennis infield, but was voted to 
the all-star team as a utility player.
Yarmouth-Dennis finished in 2nd place 
in the Cape League’s regular season, losing 
the league playoff final to Harwich.
How good is the Cape League? Three 
College All-Americans played there this 
summer, Oklahoma State third baseman 
Robin Ventura, Davidson outfielder Billy 
Masse and James Madison outfielder Scott 
Mackie; all three joined Petrachenko and 
O’Donnell on the all-star team...
A third member of the Explorers’ 
infield, shortstop Mark Iacovelli (jr., 
Father Judge H.S., Phila.), played the
entire season for Cohocton in the 
Northeastern League, hitting .330, with a 
league-leading 12 doubles..In 15 games 
with that team before heading for Cape 
Cod, O’Donnell hit .417...
Terri Tipton (jr., Sussex Central H.S., 
Seaford, DE), leading scorer for La Salle’s 
field hockey team for the last two seasons, 
will try out for the U.S. Under-21 National 
Team at a selection camp at Rutgers 
University in late December. She earned 
her chance by advancing through two 
earlier tryout camps last summer...
Barry Petrachenko Steve O’Donnell Terri Tipton
MAAC NOTES.............MAAC NOTES
Four years ago La Salle joined the Metro 
Atlantic Athletic Conference.. Four 
Commissioner’s Cups ago.
The 13 Explorer varsities which 
compete in MAAC championships again 
won the Commissioner’s Cup for the best 
overall performance in MAAC 
Championship competition. Three 
Explorer teams won conference crowns 
last season, men’s swimming (for the 
fourth straight year), women’s basketball 
(regular season first place) and softball, 
while four others finished in second place 
in MAAC standings, baseball, men’s 
basketball (regular season), golf and 
women’s swimming.
The final overall point standings: LA 
SALLE, 84 1/2 pts.; Army, 83; Fordham, 
71; Holy Cross, 63 1/2; Iona, 52 1/2; 
Fairfield, 48 1/2; Manhattan, 37; St. 
Peter’s 35.
The men’s teams totalled 46 1/2 points, 
just 1/2 point behind our Future Leaders 
from West Point, ending a three-year 
string of men’s titles for La Salle. The 
women’s teams scored 38 points, one point 
behind Holy Cross, the women’s third 
consecutive runner-up placing to the 
Crusaderettes...
The MAAC soccer coaches picked 
Fordham to repeat as conference champ in 
their pre-season poll. La Salle and Army
were picked to share second place, 
followed by Iona, Holy Cross, Fairfield, St. 
Peter’s and Manahttan. .The Rams were off 
to a good start, topping Iona, 6-0, in the 
season opener, Fordham’s 20th 
consecutive MAAC game without a 
defeat...
Where and when will MAAC 
championships be held this year? Fall: 
Cross Country, Men & Women, Van 
Cortlandt Park, New York City, Friday,
Oct. 2 ...Tennis, Men & Women, West Side 
Tennis Club, Forest Hills, NY, Thursday, 
Oct. 1-Friday, Oct. 2 ...Volleyball, Holy 
Cross, Saturday, Nov. 7-Sunday, Nov.
8 ...Winter: Men’s Basketball,
Meadowlands Arena, semifinals, Saturday, 
March 5; final, Monday, March 7 
(quarterfinals on campus sites).. .Women’s 
Basketball, West Chester County Center, 
West Chester, NY, Monday, Mar. 7- 
Tuesday, Mar. 8-Wednesday, Mar.
9 .. .Swimming, Men & Women, Army, 
Friday, Feb. 12-Saturday, Feb. 13-Sunday, 
Feb. 14...Spring: Golf, Pelham, NY, 
Country Club, Friday, Apr. 15-Saturday, 
Apr. 16.. .Softball, La Salle (site to be 
announced), Friday, Apr. 22-Saturday,
Apr. 23-Sunday, Apr. 24...Men’s Soccer 
and Baseball will again be determined by 
regular-season standings...
BIG 5 NOTES . . . .
Tom Gola.. .Ken Durrett.. .Michael 
Brooks... Frank Corace... Lionel 
Simmons...THE BIG 5...
The first game of the first Big 5 
doubleheader at The Palestra featured La 
Salle and Muhlenberg on Saturday, Dec. 3, 
1955. Some of the most memorable events 
in Philadelphia sports annals have been 
Big 5 games. Every sports fan can give a 
play-by-play recounting of his favorite Big 
5 game. And soon to be available is a video 
history of Philadelphia’s Big 5. The 3M 
Company and Halcyon Days Productions 
have joined with the Big 5 universities in 
producing a 60-minute VHS cassette of the 
Best of the Big 5. It will be available 
through the schools in early November. 
The price is $29.95, plus $3.00 shipping 
and handling, and can be ordered by 
calling 1-800-328-5727, extension 21. You 
can charge your purchase to either Master 
Card or Visa. But most importantly, tell 
the operator you’re ordering from La Salle 
University, because each school receives a 
share of the revenue from every tape sold. 
Call early to reserve your copy, and spend 
some time during the Christmas holidays 
reliving your memorable Big 5 moments.
Name Class of
Address




A MESSAGE FROM BOB MULLEN, DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS
The excitement which surrounds La Salle’s athletic program should be shared by all former varsity athletes, alumni, parents and friends 
dedicated to the success of the University. This excitement should register with all 22 varsity sports. This newsletter will keep you informed of 
what La Salle’s current student athletes are accomplishing, of upcoming events, and of what the needs are for the total program.
We encourage you to continue your support for your sport, and to attend varsity matches wherever and whenever you can, and special 
functions which that sport sponsors. This newsletter and other University functions will give the Athletic Department a chance to administer a 
booster program within NCAA guidelines. Each sport ’s alumni can continue to operate its own separate group under this “umbrella”.
You can show your renewed support by subscribing to this newsletter, which will be published eight times during the 1987-88 school year. 
The cost is $25.00 for one year. This will entitle you to receive the newsletter, a lapel pin which recognizes you as a supporter of La Salle 
Athletics, and information about and invitations to special functions of your particular team and of the Athletic Department.
I hope you’ll continue to support La Salle’s athletic teams. I hope to meet with you sometime during the school year, as we all celebrate La 
Salle’s 125th Anniversary.
Athletic Department 








John O’ N e i l l  
Mathema t i c s 
campus
Basketball (con t’d)
final game, played in Pecs.
“We played in some small towns in 
Hungary, but the crowds were good,” said 
Conlin. “They really supported the 
Hungarian teams.”
The summer travel should prepare the 
three for a regular-season schedule which 
has the Explorers playing around the 
United States, from Hartford, CT, to 
Honolulu, to Provo, UT, to Chapel Hill, 
NC, to Richmond, VA, and all around the 
MAAC circuit. That’s a lot of frequent 
flyer miles.
The Explorers will play in three 
tournaments, the CBT Invitational in 
Hartford, CT, opening the season on Nov. 
27-28; the third Jostens Philadelphia 
Classic, Dec. 18-19 at The Palestra; and 
the Chaminade Christmas Classic in 
Honolulu, Dec. 23-24-25.
La Salle will face Texas-San Antonio in 
the opening round of the tourney in
Hartford, and either Hartford or Delaware 
in the second game.
The La Salle-Villanova battle highlights 
the opening round of the Jostens Classic, 
with Wake Forest meeting Canisius in the 
second game.
The pairings are already set for the 
six-team Chaminade tournament, with La 
Salle facing, in order, Georgia, Chaminade 
and Dayton (and not playing Oklahoma or 
Virginia).
La Salle fans can follow the 
Explorers to Hawaii. For information, 
call the Athletic Department at (215) 
951-1516.
The MAAC Tournament is scheduled for 
Wednesday, March 2, Saturday, March 5 
and Monday, March 7. The first-round 
games will be played on campus sites, with 
the top four regular-season finishers 
playing at home (La Salle would play in 
The Palestra). Semifinals and final are 
again slated for the Meadowlands.
A complete 1987-88 schedule will be
available in the second issue of The La 
Salle Explorer.
EXPLORATIONS.. .Larry Koretz is
another Exploring hoopster. He is 
currently playing for Grenoble Basket Isere 
in the second division of the French 
Professional League. He has a one-year 
guaranteed contract, and will probably get 
in a lot of skiing while he’s living in the 
French Alps.. .Six MAAC games will be 
played in the 4000-seat West Chester 
County Center in New York, including the 
La Salle-Iona game scheduled for Monday, 
Feb. 22. All six conference games will be 
telecast by the cable Financial News 
Network.. .ESPN has scheduled two La 
Salle games for national broadcasts this 
season. The game with Notre Dame on 
Saturday, Jan. 2 will be telecast from The 
Palestra, starting at 9:00 PM. The game at 
Temple on Thursday, Jan. 14, is set for a 
7:00 PM tipoff, and will be followed on 
ESPN by North Carolina-Maryland, and 
UCLA-USC.
Craig Conlin
John Uelses, a former world record 
holder, and Kathy McGahey, an Olympic 
bronze medalist, will be inducted into the 
La Salle Alumni Hall of Athletes on Friday 
evening, Oct. 16, as part of the 
Homecoming festivities.
Uelses, a 1965 graduate, was the first 
man to pole vault 16 feet (before he 
entered La Salle). As a member of the 
Explorers’ track team, he won the NCAA 
pole vault championship in 1964, and 
twice was the IC4A and Middle Atlantic 
Conference champion in the event. (In 
fact, his IC4A pole vault title in 1965 was 
the last by an Explorer until freshman 
high jumper John Kovatch won that event 
last May.)
Uelses is the 11th former track 
performer to be inducted into the Hall of 
Athletes. The other honorees: A1 Cantello, 
Ira Davis (both inducted in 1961); Jim 
Webb (1962); Jim Tuppeny (1964); Vic 
Gavin, Pete Walheim (1966); Hank 
DeVincent (1967); Joe Walker (1972);
Paul Minahan (1977); and Ray Bahr 
(1935). Former Head Coach Frank Wetzler 
is also a member of the Hall.
Kathy McGahey joins her former field 
hockey teammate, both at La Salle and 
with the 1984 U.S.Olympic Team, Diane 
Moyer in the Hall of Athletes. An 
All-American in both field hockey and 
softball, McGahey and Moyer are the first 
women athletes in the Hall.
John Uelses
The Hall of Athletes induction ceremony 
will be held in the Student Union 
Ballroom on Friday evening, Oct. 16. 
Anyone wishing to attend should contact 
the Alumni Office at (215) 951-1535 for 
information.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
The resurfacing of the track at McCarthy 
Stadium will get underway with 
groundbreaking ceremonies on Saturday, 
Oct. 17.
Former track and cross country
letterwinners, under the prodding of A1 
Cantello, began fund raising for the new 
synthetic surface in 1985, and through 
their efforts and the assistance of 
University President Patrick Ellis, the new 
surface should be ready for use by the late 
spring of 1988.
McCarthy Stadium had been the site for 
many outstanding collegiate and scholastic 
track championships in the past, and with 
the new surface, La Salle should again be 
recognized as having one of the top 
facilities in the area.
Kathy McGahey
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Plans are complete for the annual 
Athletic Homecoming on Saturday, Oct. 
17. The schedule:
9:30 AM — Campus Run
(registration, 9:00)
10:00 AM — Alumni Baseball Game; 
Dedication of new 
scoreboard on DeVincent 
Field
— Alumni Soccer Game 
11:00 AM — Big Five Cross Country 
Championships (men & 
women) (at Belmont Plateau; 
transportation will be 
provided from campus)
1:00 PM — Men’s Soccer, vs. Delaware 
Halftime of Soccer — Groundbreaking for 
new track surface
Refreshments will be available 
throughout the day, in the stadium area.
For further information, contact the 
Athletic Department at (215)951-1516.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
